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What is Rural?

Table 1: Settlement Classifications
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Rural

Settlement Type

Population Size

A

Belfast Metropolitan Urban Area (BMUA)

c580,000

B

Derry Urban Area (DUA)

c90,000

C

Large Town

>= 18,000 and <75,000

D

Medium Town

>= 10,000 and <18,000

E

Small Town

>= 4,500 and < 10,000

F

Intermediate Settlement

>= 2,250 and <4,500

G

Village

>= 1,000 and < 2,250

H

Small Village & Open Countryside

< 1,000 and open countryside

Snapshot of Rural Living
Demography
Base

Agriculture

• In 2001, 35% of the Northern Ireland population lived in rural areas.

• Of the total Northern Ireland land

Communications
Broadband
• In 2010, 11% of homes in rural

areas have access to an
unbundled exchange compared to
90% in urban areas.
• In 2010, 36% of people from rura
l areas use the
internet to access online banking
services, the
same as the percentage for urba
n areas. These
figures are lower than the UK aver
age of 43%.
• In 2010, 17% of people from rura
l areas are
very satisfied with their broadban
d connection
compared to 31% in urban areas.

area of 1.36 million
hectares, approximately 75% is in
agricultural use.
• The number of farms has fallen
from 31,132 in
1999 to 24,471 in 2010 – a decrease
of 21%.

• In 2001, the split of the rural population was as follows: less
than 16 – 24.5%: 16 to 59 – 63.1%: 60 plus – 12.4%.
• In 2007/08, the average rural household size was 2.7 persons.
This figure is the same as that reported for the 2002/03 period.
• In 2007/08, 29% of rural households have 1 or more adults
over pension age. This is down 2% from the 2002/03 figure. In

• The average farm business inco
me in 2009/10
was £21,586 – down £4,077 from
2008/09.
• In 2010, 46,900 people were emp
loyed in
agriculture, down 21% from 1999
(59,251).
•O
 f the Northern Ireland workforce
, 4.2% (30,267) are farmers.
• Agriculture contributed 2.1% (£59
0 million) of
Gross Value Added (GVA) in 2007
. This compares
to 0.8% of GVA for the UK as a who
le.

comparison, urban households with 1 or more adults over pension
age have grown from 22% in 2002/03 to 29% in 2007/08.

• In 2007/08, 50% of rural households affiliate themselves
to be from a catholic background while 41% are protestant.
This has shown a shift from the 2002/03 period were
protestant accounted for 53% and catholic 37%.

Mobile Phones
• In 2010, 90% of people in rural

areas have a mobile
phone compared to 87% in urban
areas.
• In 2010, 66% of people in rural
areas are satisfied with
their mobile phone reception com
pared to 88% in urban
areas. This is a drop of some 10%
for rural areas from 2009.

Change
• For the period 2001 to 2008, the net change in Northern
Ireland’s population was 86,000. Of that total, 61,000 occurred
in rural areas with urban areas increasing by just 25,000.

• For the period 2001 to 2008, the population in rural areas
grew by 10.1% compared to 2.4% in urban areas.
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• Over the period 2001 to 2008, rural areas gained slightly from external
migration (movement into and out of NI) although the greatest impact
was recorded in urban areas. Rural areas saw a growth of 14.1% while
urban areas reported a growth of 21.6% over the same period.
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• Over the period 2001 to 2008, the number of people in the older working
class bracket (40 to 59/64) in rural areas grew by approximately 19%.
In comparison over the same period, the number of people in the older
working class bracket in urban areas grew by approximately 10%.
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• In 2007/08, 5% of rural househol
ds do not have
a bank account. This has reduced
from the figure
of 14% reported for the 2002/03
period.
• In 2007/08, 57% of rural househol
ds have either
no savings or savings of less than
£1,500.
This is similar to the trend reported
in 2002.03.
• The percentage of males from rura
l areas in full-time
employment rose from 61% in 2002
/03 to 65% in 2007/08.
• The percentage of males from rura
l areas classed as selfemployed has dropped from 20%
in 2002/03 to 17% in 2007/08.
• The percentage of females from
rural areas in full-time
employment rose from 34% in 2002
/03 to 37% in 2007/08.
• The percentage of females from
rural areas
looking after a family or home has
declined by 2%
from 11% in 2002/03 to 9% in 2007
/08.
• In 2007/08, 6% of rural househol
ds indicated they
were behind in paying 1 or more hous
ehold bills.
• In 2007/08, the net weekly inco
me of rural
households was £495. In comparis
on, the net
weekly income in urban househol
ds was £405
and for Northern Ireland as a who
le (£465).

• The net weekly rural household

income has risen
from £396 in 2002/03 to £495 in
2007/08.

• In 2010, 51% of households in

rural areas have
satellite TV compared to 40% in
urban areas. In
contrast, 1% of households in rura
l areas have
cable TV compared to 17% in urba
n areas.
• In 2010, 52% of households in
rural areas access
only free TV compared to 42% in
urban areas.

• The number of primary

n
• Over the period 2001 to 2008, Belfast saw a 3.2% decline in populatio
while areas along the M1 and A1 corridors saw a distinct increase.

Economics

Other

Education
schools located in rural
areas dropped by 5.2%
over the period 2004/0
5 to
2009/10. In compariso
n, the number of school
s
in urban
areas declined by 4.8%
over the same period.
• The number of post prim
ary schools located in rur
al areas dropped
by 8% over the period
2004/05 to 2009/10. In
com
parison, the
number of post primary
schools in urban areas
declined by 6%.
• The number of pupils
attending a rural primary
school
increased from 58,893
in 2004/05 to 59,408 in
2009/10
(an increase of 0.9%).
In comparison, the num
ber
of pupils
attending an urban prim
ary school over the sam
e
per
iod
decreased from 113,10
5 to 104,363 (a decrease
of 7.7%).
• The number of pupils
attending a rural post prim
ary school
increased from 20,995
in 2004/05 to 21,970 in
2009/10
(an increase of 4.6%).
In comparison, the num
ber of pupils
attending an urban pos
t primary school over the
same period
decreased from 132,45
4 to 125,789 (a decrea
se of 5%).

Crime
• During the period 200

9/10, 45.8% of all crim
es
recorded by the PSNI we
re from rural areas. Th
is
is a decrease of 0.4%
from the 2008/09 per
iod.
• Of all offences record
ed for rural Northern
Ireland, burglary was
the only one showing
an
increase. These rose by
1.6% to 5314 from the
2008/09 period to the
2009/10 period.
• During the period 200
9/10, 44% of all antiso
cial
behaviour incidents we
re recorded as rural. Th
is
is a 10.7% decrease on
the 2008/09 period.
• During 2009, 80.8%
of all fatal road traffic
collisions occurred in rur
al areas. This is a
38% increase from the
2008 figure of 58.

Health
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• In 2010, 59% of households in

rural areas have
a leading games console (PS3, Wii
& Xbox360)
compared to 49% of urban hous
eholds.
• In 2010, 42% of households in
rural areas have a
leading handheld portable console
(Nintendo DSi,
Sony PSP) compared to 34% of urba
n households.

Housing
• In 2009, 231,480 properties (31.3
%) were located in rural areas.
• In 2009, 72.4% of rural propertie
s were owner
occupied. This compares to 57.9%
in urban areas.
• In 2009, 3.6% of all households in
rural areas had an annual househol
d
income of less than £4,999. This comp
ares to 2.4% in urban areas.
• In 2009, 4.1% of dwellings in rura
l areas were classed as
unfit. This compares to only 1.6%
for urban areas.
• In 2009, the average cost of urge
nt housing repairs in rural areas
was £1,406.85. This compares to £460
.22 for urban areas.
• In 2009, 34% of all dwellings failin
g to meet the
Decent Homes Standard were locat
ed in rural areas.
This is in comparison to 66% for urba
n areas.
• In 2009, of those households livin
g in rural areas, 45.8% were said
to be in fuel poverty. This compares
to 42.8% in urban areas.
• In 2009, under the Housing Heal
th and Safety Rating System
(HHSRS), 23.5% of properties in rura
l areas presented
category 1 hazards. This compares
to 17.7% for urban
areas and 19.5% for Northern Irela
nd as a whole.
• In 2009, 1.2% of all rural househol
ds had no central
heating. This compares to 0.9% of
urban households.
• In 2010, approximately 15% of all
Housing
Executive properties are in rural area
s.

• In March 2010, there were 5,311 hous
eholds on the
Housing Waiting List seeking hom
es in rural areas.
• During 2009/10, there were 185
new build starts in rural areas.
This represents 10.1% of the total
social new build programme.
• During 2009/10, 6,443 ‘Warm Hom
es’ installations were
undertaken, of which 2,556 (almost
40%) were in rural areas.
• During 2009/10, 8,719 planning
applications were received
for rural areas. This is an increase
of 27.5% over the
period 2008/09. In comparison, urba
n areas received
5,832 applications, down 19.2% from
2008/09.

Travel
• In 2009, of the 25,167 km of public roads in Northern Ireland,
79% were classified as rural with the remaining 21% as urban.
• In 2001, 46% of rural dwellers worked in urban areas. 35% of
these people worked within the Belfast Metropolitan Urban Area.

