March 23rd 2006

RDC response to Review of Public Administration

Secretary of State Peter Hain in his recent announcement on ‘quangos’ recommended the transfer of RDC functions to local and central government. In responding to this recommendation RDC Chief Executive Martin Mc Donald said: 

“This will have implications for what RDC will do in the future however RDC is a body independent of government and can still exist. It is therefore very much business as usual. RDC has a contractual job to do under its current programmes and we will continue to do this supporting over 200 community based organisations and over 130 rural retailers through our funding measures. We still do believe that an independent agency for rural affairs is necessary and this decision may well support the level of independence required to make a real and significant difference on how rural development is delivered in the future.

Effective rural development requires partnership, co-ordination and support from across government, local authorities and other sectoral and rural interests.

For RDC as an organisation it is not about self-preservation. It is about improved service delivery for rural areas and rural communities. Recognising fully a context of local authority-led delivery an independent rural affairs agency can offer a shared service across the local government system providing a sound knowledge base to help inform and support discussion and decision making. This will be particularly so given the limited financial resources available for rural development activities in the next programme period.

………Cont’d

Both the European Union and International Fund for Ireland have provided extensive and valuable financial resources for rural areas in Northern Ireland. This now needs to be the bedrock for a programme resourced from national funds and supported by all government departments and the new ‘super councils’.

This will not happen without an independent rural agency acting as an advocate and promoting rural development as a ‘shared service’ to both local and central government. Without this there is a danger that we return to the late 1980’s/early 1990’s when rural development and rural communities tended to be way down the list of expenditure priorities.

We should not forget why RDC was formed initially. It was in response to a need to ensure rural areas of Northern Ireland received their fair share of resources, support and recognition. This is as important now as it was 15 years ago. Stakeholders are not convinced that government adequately understands the needs of rural nor that government can ‘rural proof’ itself. The need for an independent rural proofing function by an independent rural agency is the only way to create credibility.

RDC contains a specialist body of rural development expertise accumulated over the past 15 years. The unique combination of delivery and research by a broad partnership based organisation is recognised as having made a significant contribution to rural policy and delivery in Northern Ireland. I am confident that RDC, as an independent company and Board, will continue the fight for an independent rural affairs agency in the future.”


………….ENDS…………...

Notes to Editor:

 The Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC) is independently managed by a 15 member council drawn from representatives of the broad rural community constituencies. The RDC plays a vital role in influencing rural development policy, developing and delivering practical programmes, sharing information and building effective partnerships.

 The RPA announcement recommended the transfer of current RDC functions to central and local government. This will have implications for what RDC will do in the future however RDC is a body independent of government and can still exist.




For further information, please contact:
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