16th October 2006

RDC respond to Charities Order Consultation 

12 October 2006

Mr Kieran Doyle
Charities Branch
Voluntary and Community Unit
Department for Social Development
1 Cromac Place
Gasworks Business Park
Ormeau Road
Belfast
BT7 2JB

Dear Kieran

RE: THE CHARITIES (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2006

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this important consultation, which we recognise as an important step in modernising charity legislation in Northern Ireland. 

The role of the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC)

The Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC) was established in 1991 under the DARD Rural Development Programme. We summarise our role as being an independent rural organisation, which plays a vital role in influencing rural development policy, developing and delivering practical programmes, sharing information and building effective partnerships.

We believe that rural communities play a vital and significant role in the economic, social and environmental life of the whole region of Northern Ireland and regard them as a valuable regional resource. Charitable organisations play a very significant role in this regard and through our work we provide support (financial and non-financial) to the rural community voluntary sector.

General comments

Northern Ireland, and in particular rural Northern Ireland has a rich and diverse community voluntary sector working to achieve a wide range of public benefits. The clarification and definition of what constitutes a charity and what is meant by charity purpose, as presented under Part 1, sections 3 and 4, is therefore welcomed. Expansion of this definition to include peace and good community relations objectives is also welcomed.

The RDC supports the establishment of a Northern Ireland Charity Commission and the development of a comprehensive Register of Charities. These actions will lead to greater transparency and accountability and signal a commitment to the work and progression of charities in Northern Ireland. 

It will be important that the Charity Commission works with other charity regulators in providing information to charities that operate across different jurisdictions, for example, those involved in cross-border projects. 

We trust that you will find these comments useful and should you require clarification on any of the issues raised, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours sincerely



Nick Mack
Director of Research
