The Northern Ireland Rural Development Council has produced a series of reports since 2002 highlighting major trends and issues across rural Northern Ireland:

A Picture of Rural Change 2002

A report by the Rural Development Council

‘Northern Ireland’s first rural baseline’
The purpose of the baseline is to highlight major trends and issues and the current state of rural Northern Ireland.  Rural areas are made up of a complex set of relationships where the effects of change in one key sector can have significant consequences elsewhere.  This first rural baseline considers economic vibrancy, mobility, service provision, social well-being, social capital, natural and cultural capital.
A Picture of Rural Change 2003

A report by the Rural Development Council

‘Second annual rural baseline’
Second annual rural baseline report examining patterns of activity and change across rural Northern Ireland.  It is the first update on a number of maps and statistics reported on in 2002 and draws on the newly available 2001 population census data.

Rural Policy Perspectives: Accessing Rural Sustainability and Change 2005

A review report by the Rural Development Council (RDC) drawing upon the RDC’s Beacon Communities Initiative 

‘Third in the series of Rural Change reports’

This report looks at rural life across a wide range of indicators.  The use of secondary data, while important, is only one part of the methodology used in this report.  This report combines the secondary data with some key insights into rural life through a network of Beacon communities from across Northern Ireland. 

To access copies of these reports please contact the RDC Communications Officer on 028 8676 6980 or email info@rdc.org.uk. 
