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Introduction
The Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on the DARD Children and Young People’s Action Plan 2010-2012.
We believe strongly in nurturing and growing our young people in working towards a sustainable and prosperous rural society that provides opportunities for children and young people to realise their full potential and to contribute to rural life.
The role of the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council 
RDC was established by Government in 1991 and became a fully independent organisation in April 2009 following the Review of Public Administration announcement in March 2006.  

RDC was established with a key remit to assist DARD and Government in understanding rural affairs and in formulating effective policy and programme responses.  Over the years, RDC has maintained a wide-ranging programme of research, drawing together an analysis of rural change and of leading edge thinking in tackling development issues or opportunities. 
The RDC role in delivery of grant programmes has in turn provided a substantial body of project ideas and best practice which has regularly been drawn upon to illustrate the potential and scope of rural development and to support others in formulating new projects in Northern Ireland and further afield. 
In recent years RDC has worked to progress the thinking and support for rural proofing, spanning an average of 15 -20 key policy submissions each year, the promotion of a rural proofing checklist, and focused research to rural proof small schools policy.  
In addition RDC has been appointed through the Agri Rural Forum as manager of the Rural Network for Northern Ireland.  Established as part of the Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme, this Network is designed to help and support the implementation and delivery of the NI Rural Development Programme. 
RDC works to support and encourage integrated rural development actions that recognise and value the contribution of people to agriculture, rural regeneration, the environment and culture in realising a vision of a living, working, sustainable and shared countryside.
In our role as the Rural Network for Northern Ireland we have circulated and shared the consultation document with Local Action Groups encouraging them to respond given their direct engagement in the NI Rural Development Programme and commitment of 5% of funding to children and young people’s projects.
We hope you find our comments useful.  Should you require any further information or clarification on any mater raised in this response please feel free to contact us using the contact details below.  We look forward to hearing the outcome of this consultation.
Teresa Canavan
Deputy Chief Executive

Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (RDC)
17 Loy Street
COOKSTOWN

Co. Tyrone

BT80 8PZ

Telephone: 028 8676 6980

Email: tcanavan@rdc.org.uk
Web: www.rdc.org.uk
General Comments

RDC welcomes the DARD action plan and commitment to champion Children and Young People within and across its policy and work remits.
In relation to the plan and actions detailed we make some suggestions:-

1. It would be useful to establish or identify what defines children and young people in terms of age within the context of the various actions.  We know from experience that it can vary between programmes and policies. We note the introductory paragraph refers to under 18 year olds.  It is our understanding that from an EU perspective a young person is deemed to include those persons aged 25 and under.  This may be similar for DARD in some cases, for example, in relation to the NI Rural Development or Anti Poverty Programmes however it could also significantly differ in terms of what constitutes a young farmer in relation to subsidy entitlement and therefore we believe there is merit in providing a definition to ensure those wishing to monitor progress understand and can see the full extent of actions across the different age ranges.
2. In relation to numbers of children and young people we note and understand the rationale for using the 2001 census data however given that this data is now nearly 10 years old it may be useful to also include MTE’s relating to population to present a more up to date picture.

3. The second of the five main goals listed – to strengthen the social and economic infrastructure of rural areas – focuses more economic and we suggest this could be strengthened from a youth point of view if improving rural service provision and targeting those most in need (anti poverty agenda) were also integrated within this goal.

4. In relation to how children and young people can benefit we would suggest a key opportunity exists for youth enterprise and the promotion of entrepreneurship through the NI Rural Development Programme.  This would be more than an involvement in NI Rural Development Programme projects (which is included in the plan) but recognises the potential of young people themselves to be applicants and engage directly in enterprise initiatives.  Encouragement of youth entrepreneurship programmes as part of the Business Development measures should be encouraged.  We suggest this includes specific promotion of opportunities directly to young people and could involve small grants to encourage and support business creation and development.
5. We are in support of the key areas and actions and suggest that some consideration should be given to ‘how’ the outcomes and actions will be achieved.  
· For example, we commend DARD for ensuring 5% of the NI Rural Development Programme is spent on projects to benefit children and young people however it is our understanding that whilst this is a key objective there is (currently) limited promotion of same and data capture of applications received/approved/rejected does not necessarily monitor the uptake in terms of children and young people to inform the success or otherwise of this commitment.
· Through what mechanism will DARD provide practical experience for young people to organise/chair meetings – is this through placements or consultations forums?  It would be useful to be more specific enabling young people to see the opportunities that exist. 

6. We recognise the difficulties of achieving youth participation on Boards and Committees such as Local Action Groups however believe that young people have a very valuable role to play.  We would like to see new and innovative methods of engagement being tested and believe DARD can play a pivotal role in encouraging new methods which may include, for example, shadow committees or youth panels for decision making on youth projects as part of local delivery structures or youth awards schemes recognising the success of youth projects supported through the programme.  This would require a commitment to reducing bureaucracy and creating a culture of youth engagement through use of plain English and reduction in administrative requirements (i.e. make it fun!)

7.  Within improving health, protection and welfare we wondered about including Farm Safety measures and the actions DARD can take/promote to ensure farm safety with regards to children and young people.
8. Finally, under participation & involvement (2nd outcome) should the ‘by when’ date read from March 2010 onwards instead of 2011?

Once again thanks for this opportunity to respond.  If we can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to get in contact.  We wish you well in the implementation of the plan and look forward to hearing the success of your actions.






























